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Substance Abuse Prevention

Youth Employment & Mentoring

The use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs is one of the biggest problems 
facing young people in our community. The St. Joseph Drug Free Community 
Coalition is a volunteer group of concerned community members who meet 
and work together to address youth substance use. A huge component of 
substance use prevention focuses on education and awareness, which is 
addressed by the Coalition through local media campaigns. The role of the 
St. Joseph Youth Alliance in support of the St. Joseph Drug Free Community 
Coalition is to help youth in the community understand the dangers of using, 
and to reduce the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs.

The Drug Free Community Coalition received the Mega Grant in September 
of 2021, to address youth alcohol and electronic cigarette use in Buchanan, 
Andrew, and Nodaway counties. Through this grant the Coalition worked with 
a group of youth in these counties to develop media campaign ads that were 
directed to reduce rates of youth alcohol and electronic cigarettes use. This 
youth group developed billboards, Instagram ads, and Spotify messages that 
produced almost two million media impressions to youth in the three counties.

The Youth Employment Program is an employment and training program that 
serves 17–24-year-olds in Andrew, Buchanan, Clinton, DeKalb, Atchison, Holt, 
Nodaway, Gentry, and Worth Counties in Northwest Missouri, helping them to 
overcome their barriers to successful employment. The primary population 
served are those who have dropped out of traditional high school and are 
seeking their high school equivalency. Participants work with qualified staff to 
explore a variety of career pathways to determine their interests and abilities, 
receive work readiness training to help them understand workplace behaviors, 
and training in financial literacy to teach them basic money management 
skills. Youth Alliance offers on-site opportunities for education toward earning 
their high school equivalency, post-secondary education, pre-apprenticeship 
construction training, certified nurse assistant training, and culinary training, as 
well as opportunities for paid work experiences with a jobsite mentor.
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Early Childhood Development

Youth Asset Development

Youth Volunteer Corps (YVC) creates volunteer opportunities 
to address community needs and to inspire youth for a lifetime 
commitment to service. Our projects are open to youth ages 
11 to 18. The projects bring together youth from public, private, 
home school groups and others who may not normally cross 
paths. We give the youth the opportunity to serve in supervised 
and planned activities to help with team building and service-
learning that help the youth connect with peers and leaders and 
understand the significance of their project experience.

YVC plays an important role for many area youth who need 
volunteer hours to graduate, help with scholarships or just want 
to make a difference in their community. The COVID pandemic 
continued to place barriers on several types of projects the 
youth volunteers wanted to complete.  As the year moved on, 
the doors to more opportunities began to open up again.  Our 
youth volunteers were able to make and take blankets to nursing 
homes, cook dinners for Community Missions, support Second 
Harvest Community Foodbank, and enjoy just being able to ride 
in the same car with each other to the projects.  

Educare
Educare provides free resources, technical assistance 
and training opportunities to child care providers who 
accept state subsidy.  Educare works to improve the 
early learning experiences for low-income children from 
birth to six years-of-age.  Since these children are not yet 
attending school, the goal for Educare is to help ensure 
children receive a solid foundation for school success 
and are ready to enter kindergarten.
 
Infant Toddler Specialist Network 
(ITSN)
ITSN provides on-site consulting, coaching and training 
with child care center directors and infant/toddler 
teachers. These services are available to child care 
centers who accept state subsidy. The ITSN program 
works to improve the quality of care and education 
that infants and toddlers receive while away from 
their primary caregivers.  ITSN services increase the 
knowledge level and competencies of infant and toddler 
teachers and directors.  
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Crisis Prevention
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The primary focus of Crisis Prevention is to identify needs 
affecting local families and develop a plan for connecting the 
two. Key services offered to children and families include the 
Safe Sleep 4 Babies Program, the No Limb-itations support 
group and the P.O.W.E.R (Providing Opportunities for Work, 
Education, & Responsibility) Project.

• Safe Sleep 4 Babies is a program supported by the Children’s 
Trust Fund that works to prevent sleep related infant deaths, 
expand knowledge and practice of safe infant sleep, and 
increase family access to safe sleep materials throughout the 
service area of Andrew, Buchanan, Clinton, and DeKalb Counties.

• No Limb-itations meets monthly to provide support for 
families affected by limb differences either from birth defects 
or limb loss. It provides support for families and allows them 
social interaction among others with similar differences.

• The POWER Project works with low-income non-custodial 
parents in Andrew, Atchison, Buchanan, Caldwell, Clinton, 
Daviess, DeKalb, Gentry, Harrison, Holt, Nodaway, and Worth 
counties to proactively engage them in their child’s life.  
Through this program, participants have access to enhanced 
child support services, employment assistance, and case 
management.
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Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Revenues

The St. Joseph Youth Alliance has supported youth and their families by bringing in more than $36 million in resources 
for over 30 years to address crisis prevention, substance abuse prevention, early childhood development, youth 
employment/mentoring, and youth asset development. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022, program and cash 
revenues totaled $1,720,099.11. Volunteers logged 1,549.50 hours valued at $44,222.73. In-kind donations totaled 
$71,122.02. Overall, the Youth Alliance’s total contributed resources for the FY 21-22 were valued at $1,835,443.86.

Thank you to everyone who has made this a successful year. 
We appreciate your support.

6%

6%

13%

2%

33%

23%

17%

Front row, left to right: Amy Riddle, Louise Mills, Mia Williams, Stephanie Tam, Misty Coyle, Gayle Babcock

Middle row, left to right: Robin Hammond, Rick Stepanek, Erica Hodge, Stacy Braswell, Julie Wiedmer, Kristin White

Back row, left to right: Anita Jolly, Nyajuok Khan, Ben Girard, Cindy McWhortor, Kathryn Hernandez, Angela Reynolds, Rick Morton, 
Linda Midyett, Mary Ann Sauter

Not Pictured: Philomena Keating, Cheryl Maybrier, Precious Pipe, La’Sherrie Tyes

   Youth Employment & Mentoring

   Early Childhood Education

   Community Partnership

   Crisis Prevention

   Administration

   Substance Use Prevention

   Youth Asset Development



5223 Mitchell Avenue
St. Joseph, MO 64507

816-232-0050  •  youthalliance.org

Business Partners

Altec
Bluetree Case Work
Carpenters Local Union 110
City of St. Joseph
Community Services, Inc.
Equus Workforce Solutions
Field Pointe Senior Living
Food 4 Kids
Gower Convalescent Center
Kingdom Fit
Lawhon Glass
Lettuce Dream
Living Community
Maryville Living Center
Missouri Air National Guard Recruiters
Missouri Association of Nursing Home Administrators  
    (MANHA)
Missouri Job Center
Missouri Western State University Nursing Department
Mosaic Life Care

Donors

Advanced Dermatology & Skin Cancer Center
Alexander’s Blind & Drapery Shop
Altec Industries
American Family Charities Inc Charities Inc.
American Legion Post 359
American Water
Anderson Auto Group
Arby’s
Benton Boosters
Benton High School PTSA
Big Sky Donuts
Dave Billingsley
BMS Logistics
David & Sue Bolander
Brooner Construction & Crane
Drew Brown
William & Jean Brown
Buchanan County State of MO Operation Fund
Robert Bucher
James & Carol Bunge
Joshua & Susan Campbell
Carpenters Local Union 110
Central High School PTSA
Charles H. Taylor Memorial Fund
Chase Candy Co.
Chili’s
City of St. Joseph
Collision Repair Specialists
Commerce Bank
Community Foundation of Northwest Missouri

Country Cookies
Custom Industrial Analysis Labs
Richard Deshon
Domino’s
Mary Eggebrecht
Becky Ellison
 A. M. Evans
Family Investment Center
Fast Gas Convenience Stores
Jim & Pam Ferrell
Janie Findley
Firefighters Local No. 77
First Option Bank
Frederick Boulevard Baptist Church
Mindy Fredrickson
Ronald & Judith Fuston
Goodcents
Grace Evangelical Church
Staci Gray
Gray Manufacturing Company Inc.
Sandra Hamilton
Sandy Hamlin
Justina F. Hammond
Robin Hammond
Healthy Blue
Hillyard Inc.
Hofheimer Charitable Trust
Hunan Restaurant
Jackson Lewis, PC

Richard Bird
Rhonda Boling
Deborah Borchers Ausmus
Susan Campbell
Christopher Connally
John Davison
Janie Findley
Sandra Hamlin
Shelly Hulet
Rita Ketchem
Pam Klaus
Jeannie Knowles

Individual Members

Dale Krueger
Jeff Langdon
Jerry Lau
Roger Lenander
Roger Martin
Erik McGuire
Todd Miller
Gary Myers
Lori Noah-Gage
Sharon Ogle
Sami Pfalzgraf
Jennifer Protzman

A & M Heating
Buchannan County Sheriff’s Dept.
Chamber of Commerce
Express Employment Professionals
FBMU Outreach
First Lutheran Church
Jenny’s Farm House Creation
Missouri Western State University
Niche of Time Jewelry
Northwest Workforce Development Board
Randolph Seating & Mobility
Second Harvest Community Food Bank
SJC Marketing
Social Welfare Board
Specialty Industries
St. Joseph Health Department
St. Joseph Parks, Recreation & Civic Facilities
St. Joseph Police Department
St. Joseph Public Library
St. Joseph School District
Stevenson Family Pharmacy
Thrivent Financial
TS Conard
United Cerebral Palsy
United Way
Voices of Courage
YMCA

Agency Members

Engaging Community Partners to Improve 
the Lives of Children and Families

Mosaic Life Care Foundation
Nodaway Senior Center
NW Technical School
Office Depot
Pineview Manor
Puppy Love
River Rock Lanes
Second Harvest Community Food Banks
Shawn Larned Construction
Society for Human Resource Managers 
    (N.W. Chapter)
St. Joseph School District
St. Joseph Senior Living
Tarkio Tech
The Crossing Outreach
Triumph Foods
Thrivent Financial
U.S. Army Recruiters
YWCA

Anita Jolly
Margaret Justus
Kansas City Royals
John & Pam Klaus
Vincent & Melissa Koch
KQTV
Jeff & Kris Langdon
Gerald & Kathryn Lau
Roger & Randi Lenander
Jeff & Leeann Leonard
Roger Martin
Midwest Data Systems
Midwest Mobile Radio Service Inc.
Jerry & Sandra Mogg
Nestle Purina Petcare
David & Ann Newman
Niche of Time Jewelry
Nodaway Valley Bank
Northwest Health Services, Inc.
Noyes Home for Children
Sharon Ogle
Pat & Margaret O’Malley
Optimist Club of St. Joseph
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish
Timothy N. Prawl, D.D.S.
Eric Protzman
Randolph Seating and Mobility
Sharon Ritchey
Steven Roberts

Rolling Hills Auto Plaza
Saint Joseph School District
Vernon & Mary Sauter
Sarah Sedlacek
SERVPRO of St. Joseph
Shamrad Metal Fabricators, Inc.
Shumaker Family Foundation
Sprague Excavating Company
St. Joseph Host Lions Club
St. Joseph Mustangs Baseball
St. Joseph PTA Council
St. Joseph-East Rotary Club
State Farm - Nick Koeteman
Stevenson Family Pharmacy, Inc.
Lisa Wisdom-Strayer
Sunshine Electronic Display
Target
Katharine Temps
Thrivent Financial - Cody Vaughn
Janice Trapani
Trexcon, Inc.
TS Conard, Inc.
Tyson Foods
UMB Bank N.A.
Cody & Missy Vaughn
Wellspring Community Church
William D. Morgan Charitable Foundation
Janice Wing
Woods & Bruce Electric

Kenton Randolph
Sharon Ritchey
Carol Robb
Heather Shearin
Joyce Starr
Larry Stobbs, Jr.
Jason Strong
Madysin Taylor
Wayne Wilson
Betty Lou Wilson


