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Board of 
Directors

The Youth Alliance is pleased to present our 2015 Annual Report, Brick 

by Brick. We work to help the youth of the community thrive, and we 

understand this effort takes time and care—just as the mason must 

carefully lay one stone at a time. The structure will endure many trials, 

but the care in building on a firm foundation will ensure its sustainability.  

Youth Alliance also understands the importance of a strong foundation 

for youth.  We utilize our programs and services as building blocks that 

fit together to fill in the gaps, and strengthen each child and family we 

serve.   This year marks our 24th year of strengthening foundations and 

building upon successes for youth.

There are many people who have helped Youth Alliance achieve successes during this past year.  

You will see several of them highlighted throughout this report.  Their dedication and support 

are sincerely appreciated.  I hope 

in the pages that follow, you will 

enjoy reading more about their 

service and how they are laying 

the foundation for the youth in our 

community.  For all their hard work 

and dedication, we thank them.

This report is in appreciation of our 

team of staff, community leaders, 

volunteers, youth and families, as 

we continue to place those bricks, 

build that foundation and help our 

youth shine—one at a time!

Robin hammond
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Brick by Brick

By instilling a love for reading and encouraging youth to be themselves, Will Stuck helps our community 
shine!  Blessed with the gift of storytelling, Will shares his talent with children of all ages. In addition to his 
programs for preschoolers in our local library system, Will’s creativity and enthusiasm has led to multiple 
opportunities to present Summer Reading Workshops on behalf of the Missouri State Library.

Will understands the importance of reading and speaks to parents, teachers and childcare workers on the 
importance of growing lifelong readers.  He regularly participates in community events, and has been a 
vital part of Children’s Fair for more than 10 years. He has served on the United Way Success by 6® Parent 
Education Team for many years, and has worked with several organizations throughout the community.

Aside from his performing arts talents, Will is also a gifted musician and graphic artist. He was instrumental 
in the Play Path at Hyde Park and provided creative ideas, leadership and the artwork for the project.  In 
addition to his direct work with preschoolers and young children, he encourages older youth through 
the Teen Reading Program at the library, as well as being supportive to young people throughout the 
community. He is a role model, mentor and an example for youth to never stop learning, having fun 
and giving back to your community.  Will is immersed in the community and by sharing his talents and 
enthusiasm, he is a shining example of a community partner. We appreciate his work, and thank him for all 
that he does to improve the lives of children and families in our community. Shine on, Will!

Will Stuck

Back Row from left to right: Rhonda Ewing, Cindy McWhortor, Angie 
Reynolds, Linda Midyett, Kelly Tudor, Mayme Abbott, Gayle Babcock, 
Robin Hammond, Jill Smith.

Front Row from left to right: Judy Jacobs, Selena Good, Anita Jolly, 
David Rich, Patti Long, Leslie Stone, Ariel Swartz.

Not Pictured: Julie Wiedmer, Diane Guthery.



Crisis Prevention

Considered by the Alliance to be among its most vital 

services, Crisis Prevention links families, individuals and 

children with the tools and services needed to promote 

healthy and non-violent homes. 

circle of parents
Circle of Parents is a parent-led support group that offers an 

encouraging environment where parents can share with one 

another the ups and downs that make parenting both a joy and a 

challenge. A children’s program is offered concurrently to make 

parental attendance easier.

Family Connections
Family Connections is the Alliance’s home visitation program 
that serves families of children under the age of three, 
having incomes under 185% of the poverty level and residing 
in Andrew, Buchanan, Clinton or DeKalb counties. Using 
the Parents as Teachers Foundational curriculum, home 
visitors strive to increase: school readiness; child well-being, 
including physical, emotional and social development; and the 
prevention of child abuse. 

every child matters
Every Child Matters is a project focused on safe sleep 

practices primarily for children under the age of one year. 

Through funding from the Missouri Children’s Trust Fund, the 

Alliance is able to provide cribs, pack n’ plays and bedding to 

qualifying families free of charge.

Joyce Estes is a true champion for children and families in our community.  Joyce’s employer 
is the NW Missouri Children’s Advocacy Center, where she serves as the executive director. 
Anyone who knows Joyce knows that her time and efforts in ending child abuse extends far 
beyond her job—it is her passion.  Joyce is active each year in April’s Child Abuse Prevention 
Month, promoting the awareness and prevention of child abuse.  She also serves on the 
Keeping Kids Safe coalition, the area child abuse prevention coalition.  Joyce is currently 
spearheading a team of concerned community leaders to create a community plan to 
prevent child sexual abuse.  Joyce is a great community partner, leader, advocate and friend.  
Joyce shines brightly as a star in our community.

Keeping Kids Safe
The Alliance, one of the founding partners of the child abuse 

prevention coalition called Keeping Kids Safe, discusses 

concerns affecting the safety of children and youth in our 

community. Some key issues are: safe sleep, safe haven, child 

sexual abuse and child abuse prevention awareness.

Joyce Estes 

169
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Families
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home visits 
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Breaking the chains of abuse



Youth Alliance’s Early Childhood Education programs are designed with two priorities in mind: quality childcare and school 

readiness. These two goals are intended to improve the education and the overall quality of life for young children in the community. 

In an effort to increase the quality of care received by each child, the Alliance offers one-on-one technical assistance to individuals 

providing childcare. 

The Alliance collaborates with other community agencies to identify and improve school readiness.  The Alliance also encourages 

ongoing education in the early childhood field with their programs throughout 11 counties in Northwest Missouri. 

early childhood education

agency Partnership
Youth Alliance partners with local committees dedicated to 
supporting the United Way Success by 6® early childhood initiatives. 
United Way also contracts with the Youth Alliance to provide 
technical assistance to their early childhood projects.

Children’s Fair
Each year, the Alliance coordinates the Greater St. Joseph Area 
Community Children’s Fair at the St. Joseph Civic Arena. There are 
over 30 activity areas designed for the enjoyment of children ages 
six and under. In 2015, 1,004 children attended the Fair. 

educare
Educare works with unlicensed care providers receiving 
state subsidy, providing them with free resources for 
developmentally-rich early learning experiences and 
environments for the children in their care. From technical 
assistance and informative newsletters to training opportunities 
and monthly support groups, providers receive professional 
development intended to enrich the education of the children 
in their care. Educare’s purpose is to provide a solid early 
educational foundation for low-income children from birth 
to six years of age so that all children can thrive at school in 
Kindergarten and beyond. 

Educare works with childcare providers at monthly on-site 
technical assistance visits, designing individualized plans 
to enhance or improve the care given to the children 
entrusted to them. Funding for Educare is provided by the 
Missouri Department of Social Services, Children’s Division, 
Early Childhood and Prevention Services Section.

Laticia Irvin is one of our Stars, 

demonstrating dedication in her consistent 

attendance of our monthly support group 

and trainings after a long day of caring for 

children. Laticia has made a commitment 

to increase her knowledge of the early 

childhood field and enjoys networking with 

other childcare providers to learn new ideas 

and strategies she can use with the children.

Laticia Irvin

The Early Childhood 
Program conducted

275 on-site visits.

Educare impacted
306 children in

31 childcare programs.



Youth mentoring is designed to pair young people with positive 

role models that provide a sense of belonging to a community 

that cares about them. Mentors also help youth understand 

their potential and then create a plan to optimize their abilities 

and opportunities. In 2015, there were 290 youth served.

youth mentoring

Tucker is a Star at the Youth Employment Program, where he has participated since September 

2014. Determined to obtain his HISET (High School Equivalency Test), he began a Paid Work 

Experience in our remedial studies class soon after enrollment.  Though Tucker has encountered 

obstacles along the way, he has persevered, working side jobs to help out his household financially. 

He is not only a hard worker, but also kind hearted. He shows respect to the staff and impressed 

them with his amazing resiliency. Tucker passed the HISET, accomplishing his goal, and we look 

forward to seeing what the future holds for him.

Tucker
Autenrieth

Northwest Missouri 
Mentoring Partnership
The Northwest Missouri Mentoring Partnership provides 
employment skills to youth ages 14 to 24 through job 
preparatory classes. Skill development includes job search, 
resume and cover letter creation, application and interviewing 
proficiency, job retention, on-the-job mentoring and activities 
that build family identity and cohesiveness.  

Youth Employment
The Workforce Investment Act Youth Employment program 

supports youth, ages 14 to 24, in completing educational goals 

along with training programs designed to promote job readiness. 

These skills prepare youth for unsubsidized employment. A 

combination of ten elements support a balanced educational and 

job readiness approach, with a focus in areas such as leadership 

opportunities, tutoring and study skills and alternative secondary 

school offerings. This year, 159 students continued their 

education and 44 students completed their studies, resulting in 

either a diploma or High School Equivalency. 

Journey to Unite 
Mentors and Parents
In a partnership with Mosaic Life Care and the YWCA, Journey 
to Unite Mentors and Parents (JUMP) pairs trained mentors with 
pregnant and parenting teens, providing teens with parenting 
skills, assistance with academics and long-term goal setting. 

159  youth continuing 
their education

44  youth completed their 
educational program, 

high school equivalency
or graduation

290

51
48

youth Served
young moms matched 
with a mentor
Youth participated in
Job Readiness Classes



The Substance Abuse Prevention initiative reaches out to 
youth through community programs in Buchanan County, 
encouraging and empowering them to thrive without the use 
of alcohol or drugs. 

substance abuse prevention

breaking the silence
Increased rates of suicide among teens and children 
highlights the importance of our alliance “Breaking the 
Silence.” This suicide prevention coalition encourages at-risk 
individuals to talk about their struggles and connects youth 
with the help they need.  

Drug Free Community 
Coalition
The Drug Free Community Coalition (DFC) combines the efforts of 
citizens, educators, business leaders and other community leaders 
to create proactive anti-substance use initiatives that promote 
the health and safety of the community. The Coalition works with 
community partners on important programs like Red Ribbon 
Week, media campaigns, the Safe Prom initiative, Prescription 
Take Back and Project Graduation, an all-night substance-free 
event for all seniors in St. Joseph, and many more events. 

The St. Joseph Youth Alliance, which formed as 

a non-profit in 1994, has supported youth and 

their families by bringing in more than $26 million 

in resources over the past 21 years to address 

crisis prevention, substance abuse prevention, 

early childhood development, youth employment/

mentoring and youth asset development.  For the 

fiscal year ending, June 30, 2015, program and 

cash revenues totaled $1,362,495.25.  Volunteers 

logged 1211 hours valued at $24,609.03.  In-kind 

donations totaled $262,689.35.  Overall, the Youth 

Alliance’s total contributed resources for FY 14-15 

were valued at $1,649,793.63.

Shannon Hutcherson, an active Drug Free Community Coalition member, is one of our 
Stars. Shannon shares her knowledge and insights of substance abuse trends as a staff 
member at the Mosaic Life Care ER.  Shannon has played an instrumental role in Red 
Ribbon Week and in developing and implementing a middle school prescription drug 
awareness presentation.  Shannon is also a key player in planning and executing the 
docu-dramas across Northwest Missouri.  Her hard work and dedication along with her 
passion to assist youth in the community makes her a Star. 

Shannon Hutcherson 

Media Impressions educating the community 
about alcohol and drug prevention 

2857 community members attended community events to
raise awareness about alcohol and drug prevention
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Trips for Kids
Trips for Kids (TFK) teaches youth about fitness, health and 

wellness through mountain biking adventures. TFK offered 30 

rides this fiscal year.

Youth advisory board
Youth Advisory Board (YAB) is a body of youth volunteers 

who have been nominated by staff because of their level of 

participation and their display of leadership skills. Participation in 

the YAB gives youth volunteers a voice by providing an ongoing 

forum to exchange ideas, express concern and share resources. 

Board members commit to a term of one year. They contribute 

a unique and crucial perspective to support YVC in project 

feedback, new project ideas, volunteer recruitment, retention, 

recognition, public relations and fundraising.

Youth Volunteer Corps
Youth Volunteer Corps (YVC) of St. Joseph, an affiliate of the 

international YVC, works to engage youth 11-18 in team-based, 

structured, diverse, flexible service-learning opportunities. The 

mission of YVC is to “create volunteer opportunities to address 

community needs and to inspire youth for a lifetime commitment 

to service.” YVC of St. Joseph offers service opportunities both 

during the school-year and during the summer months. Volunteer 

hours are recorded and tracked for each activity. Eligible 

candidates will be nominated to receive a Presidential Volunteer 

Service Award.

St Joseph
Parks and Rec

Youth Asset Development

St Joseph Parks and Rec staff are some of our brightest 

stars. Without their support, the Trips for Kids program 

couldn’t begin to provide the number of rides for the 

number of riders that come out to participate. They 

store and transport our 35 bikes, helmets and gear 

making the impossible possible. Parks and Rec, under 

the leadership and direction of Chuck Kempf and Jeff 

Atkins, is committed to the families and young people 

of this community. We greatly appreciate the Parks 

and Rec team for their leadership and dedication.

2798
30

volunteer 
hours served

bike rides



Individual Members
Cheryl & Chuck Bidding
Bridget Blevins
Dan & Marianne Brachman
John Davison
Kay Edson
Becky Ellison
Mike Halloran
Ken & Sandy Hamlin
Hamilton Henderson
Stephen Holdenried, Sr.
Shelly Hulet
Rita Ketchem
Chris Kimsey

Business Partners
Addiction Awareness
AFL-CIO
Barbosa’s Castillo
BJ’s Auto Collision & Restoration
Book Ball
City of St. Joseph
Collision Repair Specialists
The Crossing
Ford’s Drive In
Heartland Business Machines
Laverna Village
Legal Aid of Western MO

Agency Members
American Red Cross
Buchanan County Academy
Buchanan County Commissioner– 
  Ron Hook
Buchanan County Drug Strike Force
Buchanan County Juvenile Office
Buchanan County Prosecuting
  Attorney
Buchanan County Sheriff’s 
  Department
Commerce Bank
Community Action Partnership
Department of Social Services
  Children’s Division
Family Guidance Center
First Lutheran Church
First Trust of Mid America
Heartland Foundation
Inter/Serv

Lino’s Original Pizza
Lowe’s
Pizza Shoppe
Salvation Army
Saxton Woods
St. Joseph Parks & Recreation
St. Joseph School District
St. Paul Lutheran Childcare
Taco Bell
Wild Man Fitness
WireCo

Mosaic Life Care 
Mo-Kan Regional  Council
Missouri Career Center
MWSU - Police Department
Northwest Health Services
Northwest Missouri Children’s 
   Advocacy Center
Noyes Home for Children
Parents as Teachers
Parkway Christian Church
Preferred Family Healthcare
Remax
Salvation Army
St. Joseph Metro Chamber 
  of Commerce
St. Joseph Habitat for Humanity
St. Joseph Public Library
St. Joseph Safety Council
St. Joseph School District
St. Joseph-Buchanan County 
   Health Department
St. Joseph Parks, Rec & Civic 

Facilities
St. Joseph Police Department
Second Harvest Community 
  Food Bank
Social Welfare Board
Spirit Horse of Broken Creek 
   Youth Ranch, Inc.
SJC Marketing

Julie King
Wm. Jeff Langdon
Cathy McKinley
Gary Myers
Ann Newman
Ray & Sharon Ogle
Mary Beth Rosenauer
Amy Ryan
Lynette Saxton
Pam Seyller
Debbie White
Ed Wildberger

5223 Mitchell
St. Joseph, MO 64507
sjya@youth-alliance.org 
816-232-0050
youth-alliance.org

@youthalli

Alexander’s Blind & Drapery Shop
Altec
American Family Mutual Insurance 
  Company
Benton Boosters
BMS Logistics
BNSF Railroad
Bonebrake Vision & Eye Center
Brooner Construction & Crane
Buchanan County Prosecuting Attorney
Buchanan County State of MO 
  Operation Fund
Robert Bucher
Caboodle Cartridge
Brett Carlous
Central High School Arrowhead 
   Booster Club
Central High School PTSA
Charles H. Taylor Memorial Trust
Commerce Bank
Nanette Corso
Country Cookies
Countryside Veterinary Clinic
Custom Industrial Analysis Labs
CVS Pharmacy-South Belt
Fred Czerwonka

Kurt Evans
Rhonda Ewing
Farmers State bank
Firefighters Local No. 77
First Bank of Missouri
Greater Horizons
Diane Guthery
Sandy Hamlin
Justina Hammond
Robin Hammond
Harold Dougdale Trust
Hatcher, DDS, P.C.
Hazelwood Industrial Sewing, Inc.
Heartland Business Machines
Heartland Foundation
Heartland Health Charitable Trust
Hillyard Industries
Hillyard, Inc.
Robert Hobson
Hofheimer Trust
Steve Holdenried
Hy-Vee
Ideker, Inc.
Ingle Construction
Frances Johnson

2015 Fiscal year Donors
Anita Jolly
Linda Judah
Dan & Jennifer Kellogg
Kiwanis Club of St. Joseph MO, Inc.
Kohl’s
Kosse Pediatrics
Lowell Kruse
Lafayette H.S. Tag Program
Lafayette High School PTSA
Jerry Lau
Leah Spratt Trust
Lehr Construction
Mark & Susan Lierz
Midland Empire Safety Association
Randy & Maureen Mitchem
Shannon Moore
Mosaic Life Care
Murphy Watson Burr Eye Center
Sheila Murray
Ann Newman
Nodaway Valley Bank
Margaret O’Malley
Optimist Club
Pony Express Community Bank
Angela Reynolds

Roberts Roofing
Judith Sabbert
C.W. Salanski
Shamrad Metal Fabricators, Inc.
Sprague Excavating Company
St. Joe Petroleum
St. Joseph East Rotary Club
St. Joseph Public Library
St. Joseph School District 
  Foundation
St. Joseph Women’s Chamber 
  of Commerce
Stevenson Family Pharmacy
Sherrill Terrill
Tieman, Spencer, Holiday 
  & Hicks, LLC
Dave Thompson
Mark & Kelly Tighe
Tilton Thomas & Morgan, Inc.
UMB Bank
Myron & Constance Unzicker
Vektek, Inc.
Richard Walsh, M.D., LLC
Ed Wildberger
Woods & Bruce Electric

The Center
United Cerebral Palsy
United Way of Greater St. Joseph
University of Missouri Extension
Workforce Investment Board
YMCA
YWCA

The following lists include our fiscal donors, business partners and members.
With sincere appreciation, we thank the following:


